Sermon - May 30, 2010

Year C - The Year of Luke - Trinity Sunday

Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31; Psalm 8; Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15

“Does not wisdom call,

   and does not understanding raise her voice? 

On the heights, beside the way,

   at the crossroads she takes her stand; 

beside the gates in front of the town,

   at the entrance of the portals she cries out: 

‘To you, O people, I call,

   and my cry is to all that live.”

That passage from today's reading in Proverbs invites us to consider wisdom, understanding, and mystery. The reading is fitting for today, because the confession of the Holy Trinity is all about wisdom, mystery, and understanding.

It is sometimes said that Trinity Sunday is the only feast in the church year devoted to a doctrine. This observation is off base. The Trinity is not a doctrine, but a Person - three Persons, in fact. "Trinity" is nothing less than the name by which we identify the God we worship. "Trinity" is the name of the God we know -- insofar as we can know God -- as Father, and Son, and Holy Spirit. 

The primary difference between Trinity Sunday and the rest of the year is that on this day we focus on God's being rather than on God's doing. 
We look at who God is rather than on what God has done. On this day, we turn from the "sacred story" to the sacred itself. The readings for this day focus on the fact of God, in a pure but not so simple way. During the rest of the year, most of our Biblical readings are narrative: they tell a story, whether as history, miracle, or parable. On Trinity Sunday, we encounter not a collection of stories, but a set of visions, descriptions, or statements of what is the nature or being of God. Trinity Sunday is not about what God has done, but who God is.

Trinity Sunday celebrates the union for all time of God and his people. It is the day when the fullness of God's presence in the life of his people is recognized and lifted up. In the Eastern Orthodox Church, the relationship of the Trinity is expressed very simply and directly: The Holy Trinity pervades all men from first to last, from head to foot; it binds them all together. 
This tells all Christians that the Trinity is not just an idea, doctrine, or teaching that is "out there" somewhere, too complex for most people to understand. The Trinity is actually part of us all as a fact of our very existence. In its Name we are baptized. In its Name we are forgiven. It is the great Fact that comes upon us in baptism, and remains forever. It is with us as we relate to God, to ourselves, and to each other. 

Not even the wisest among us will understand the Trinity completely. However, most of us do have some idea about the relationship of Father and Son in the Trinity because we recognize that kind of connection. It has some immediate meaning in our experience, because we have had parents. 
However, it is probably the Holy Spirit in the Trinity, which has given Christians trouble over the ages. 

In today's passages from John's Gospel,
Jesus reassures the disciples that they will have the power of the Holy Spirit upon them as they wait for his return from the Father. The Holy Spirit is a guide, force, or power in our lives. It is like that voice within us that nudges us one way or another.
It is not easy for humans to conceive of the width, the breadth, the full majesty of the Holy Trinity. However, it would be a shame to be so confused by the mystery to lose track of what we can know. John's Gospel does indeed bring us a forthright statement of Our Lord about what we can expect, once he has ascended, the Holy Trinity, the relationship of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, will forever be with us to the end of time.  Amen.

