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The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 

the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suf-
fered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

The Apostle’s Creed is confessed when the altar color is green. It is also 
confessed at baptisms, funerals, and confirmation. The Apostle’s Creed 
is associated with Holy Baptism. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed by Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation. But de-
liver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
forever and ever, Amen.  

Ten Commandments 

1. You shall have no other gods.                                                                                       
2. You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.                                            
3. Remember the Sabbath Day by keeping it holy.                                                     
4. Honor your father and mother.                                                                                      
5. You shall not murder.                                                                                                       
6. You shall not commit adultery.                                                                                     
7. You shall not steal.                                                                                                           
8. You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.                                   
9. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.                                                               
10. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his Manservant, or 
Maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 
neighbor. 

The first 3 commandments deal with God. The rest of the 
commandments deal with our neighbor.  
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Alb: Worn when work is done around 

the Altar as a sign of respect to God. 

Alb is Latin for “White.” 

Alb with Stole: A stole is worn only by a 

Pastor. It stands for the yoke of Christ. 

Causable: A Communion gar-

ment worn by a Pastor. It 

represents the robe of Christ 

gambled for by the soldiers 

while Jesus was on the cross. 

Vestments  
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Paten: The plate that 

holds the wafer or Host 

Host Box : Container that 

holds the wafers or Hosts 

Flagon or Cruet: holds the 

wine for Communion  

Altar Appointments  

Veil: The veil cover the chalice 

as a sign of respect for Christ’s 

blood that saves us. The veil’s 

color changes with the colors of 

the church year. 

Altar with Paraments and Fair 

Linen. A Fair Linen represents 

the burial cloth of Jesus. Para-

ments change color with the 

church year. 

Chalice: A Communion Cup 

cruet 
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Important Terms 

Justification: When God declares that our sins have been given to 
Christ. We are made free of our sins. 

Sanctification: When the Holy Spirit makes us holy by bringing us to 
faith in Christ. 

Law: The Law tells us how God wants us to act. The main words indi-
cating the Law are, “You shall not…” 

Gospel: The Gospel tells us what God has done for us. It tells us how 
God completed the Law for us. The main word indicating the Gospel 
are, “I forgive…” 

Sacraments: The 2 sacraments in the church are Baptism and Holy 
Communion. A Sacrament is a specific place where forgiveness is of-
fered. It has a physical element (water, bread, wine) combined with the 
Word of God. The Sacraments are the primary place where God’s 
Grace is present. Grace is God’s free gift of forgiveness. 
 

 Bible Memory Verses 
(Choose three to know by heart) 

 JOHN 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  
 
 
PSALM 121:1 I lift up my eyes to the hills--where does my help come 
from? My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth. 
 
 
MATTHEW 28:19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 
 
 
1 JOHN 1:8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the 
truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just 
and will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
 
ROMANS 1:17 For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, 
just as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith." 
 
 
JOHN 14:6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 
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The Holy Bible 
Old Testament 
Historical Books (The Books of Moses are in bold) 
Genesis 
Exodus 
Leviticus 
Numbers 
Deuteronomy  
Joshua 
Judges 
Ruth 
1 & 2 Samuel 
1 & 2 Kings 
1 & 2 Chronicles 
Ezra 
Nehemiah 
Esther  
The Poetical Books 
Job 
Psalms 
Proverbs 
Ecclesiastes 
The Song of Songs 
The Books of Prophecy 
(The Major Prophets ) 
Isaiah 
Jeremiah 
Lamentations 
Ezekiel 
Daniel 
(The Minor Prophets ) 
Hosea 
Joel 
Amos 
Obadiah 
Jonah 
Micah 
Nahum 
Habakkuk 
Zephaniah 
Haggai 
Zechariah 
Malachi  
The Bible is God’s Holy Word. It is written by God through humans. 
The Old Testament is written in Hebrew. It covers creation, the call of 
Abraham, Moses and the Israelites freed from Egypt, the giving of the 
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What is the Purpose of Worship? The glorification of God, the nur-
turing of the faith through the sacraments, and hearing and learning the 
Word of God. 
 
Who Wrote the Small Catechism? Martin Luther 
 
Holy Trinity? The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; God Three in One. 
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8 

 
The Lectionary Cycle 

The Lectionary is the way in which the Bible is read during worship. The 
Bible is read in a cycle of readings provided by the Lectionary. The First 
Lesson is from the Old Testament. The Second Lesson or Epistle is from 
the Letters in the New Testament. The Gospel is from Matthew, Mark, 
Luke or John. The readings for each Sunday are connected to the theme 
of each Sunday and the Season of the Church Year. 
Year A: The Year of Matthew 
Year B: The Year of Mark 
Year C: The Year of Luke 
(The Gospel of John Is Read at Different Times throughout All Three 
Years) 
 

Questions and Answers 
Creeds: There are 3 creeds in the church. There are the Apostle’s, Ni-
cene, and Athanasian Creeds. The Apostle’s Creed is said when the color 
is green on the altar, and at baptisms, confirmations, and funerals. The 
Nicene Creed is said when the altar is any color than green and at all 
church feast days. The Athanasian Creed is said on Trinity Sunday. 
 
Sacraments: There are 2 sacraments in the church. They are Holy 
Baptism and Holy Communion. In Holy Baptism we are made members 
of the church, given forgiveness of sins, given the Holy Spirit, and made 
part of the communion of saints. In Holy Communion we receive the 
actual Body and Blood of Jesus in, with, and under the bread and wine. 
Communion should be celebrated every Sunday. In communion the 
faith given to us in baptism is strengthened. We are also given forgive-
ness of sins. 
 
The Bible: The Bible is God’s Word to us. It is inspired. That means 
that God’s Holy Spirit directed and shaped what was written in the Bi-
ble. The Bible is divided into the Old Testament and the New Testa-
ment. The Old Testament was written in Hebrew. The New Testament 
was written in Greek. 
 
Who was Martin Luther? Luther was born in 1483. He was a Roman 
Catholic priest who rebelled against false teachings in the church thus 
beginning the Lutheran Church. Martin Luther was not the civil rights 
leader in the 1960’s. 
 
What is the Rite of Confirmation? In the rite of confirmation, the 
person affirms or says “Yes” to his or her baptism. The person professes 
belief in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Confirmation is not a gradua-
tion but a promise to remain faithful to Christ and dedicated to and ac-
tive in support of Christ’s church. 
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10 Commandments, and the rule of King David. It tells of the prophets, 
contains the Psalms, as well as prophecies related to Israel, and the 
coming of the Savior and Messiah.  
 
New Testament 
The Four Gospels 
Matthew 
Mark 
Luke 
John 
(The Historical Book ) 
Acts of the Apostles 
The Letters or Epistles 
Romans 
1 & 2 Corinthians 
Galatians 
Ephesians 
Philippians 
Colossians 
1 & 2 Thessalonians 
1 & 2 Timothy 
Titus 
Philemon 
Hebrews 
James 
1 & 2 Peter 
1, 2 & 3 John 
Jude 
The Prophetic Book 
Revelation of John 
 
The New Testament is written in Greek. The Gospels cover the life, min-
istry, teachings, and death and resurrection of Jesus. Acts covers the 
history of the early church. The Letters or Epistles are writings that of-
ten cover controversies, give encouragement, or provide teachings on 
the Christian faith. The majority of the Epistles were written by St. Paul. 
Other Letters were written by disciples of Jesus or students of St. Paul. 
The Book of Revelation is a prophecy book concerning the Judgment 
Day or return of Christ.    
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BIBLE FACTS 
OLD TESTAMENT 
Adam: First man 
Eve: First woman 
Cain and Abel: Adam & Eve’s sons. Cain killed Abel 
Noah: Made the ark 
Abraham: Father of Isaac.  
Moses: Freed the Israelites from Egypt  
10 Plagues: God used these to free the Israelites 
Passover: The final plague, death of firstborn  
Parting of the Red Sea: How the Israelites escaped Pharaoh  
10 Commandments: Given to Moses at Mt. Sinai  
Jericho and the Walls Falling Down: Israelites circled the city and 
the walls fell down. 
Samson: A judge with incredible strength. 
King David: The greatest king of Israel 
Solomon: David’s son who was very wise and built the Temple in Jeru-
salem. 
 
NEW TESTAMENT 
Bethlehem: Where Jesus was born 
Mary: Jesus’ mother 
Nazareth: Where Jesus grew up 
John the Baptist: Baptized Jesus 
Disciples: 12 followers of Jesus He chose  
Peter: The head of the 12 disciples. 
Judas: The disciple that betrayed Jesus for 30 silver coins. 
Sea of Galilee: The area where Jesus did most of his teaching and 
healing. 
Last Supper: Where Jesus began Holy Communion 
Golgotha (place of the skull): Where Jesus was crucified 
 

THE CHURCH YEAR 
Advent Season (Purple or Blue) 

4 Sundays of preparation for Christ’s Coming 

Christmas Season (White) 
Christmas Day  followed by 

12 days of celebration of Christ’s birth. 
 

Epiphany Season (Green) 
The Day of Epiphany January 6th  (This is the day when the wise men 

came to see Jesus the color is White) followed by 
4 to 9 weeks of thanks for Christ’s revelation to the world, 

including the Baptism of our Lord  (White) and the Transfiguration. 
(White)  
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Lenten Season (Purple) 
Ash Wednesday followed by 40 days of preparation, 

concluding during Holy Week. 
 

Holy Week (Red)  
Palm or Passion Sunday followed by 

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday  
 

Easter Season (White or Gold) 
Easter Day followed by 

50 days of rejoicing, 
including Ascension Day. 

Easter Season is 7 Sundays long. 
 

Pentecost Season (Green) 
Pentecost Sunday (Red) followed by 

24 weeks of focus on the Christian life from 
Holy Trinity Sunday (White) to Christ the King Sunday (White). This is 

known as the season after Pentecost. 
Reformation Day (Red, October 31st) and All Saintôs Day (White, No-

vember 1st) are included in this season.  
 

Church Colors 

Violet or Purple: Royalty & Confession 

Blue: Hope 

White: Light of Christ 

Green: Growth in the Faith 

Red: Fire & Blood 

Gold: The glory of Christ 

Church Spaces 

The Christian Church has a structure that has meaning and which was 

established in the earliest days of Christianity. The 4 basic spaces in the 

church are the narthex, nave, transept, and chancel. The narthex is the 

entry portion of the church. This is often called a transitional space be-

cause this is where the congregation goes from the outside world into a 

meditative place of worship. The nave is the main body of the church 

where the congregation worships. The word “nave” is Latin for ship. The 

transept is the area between the nave and chancel. In some churches 

the transept often extends to form a cross. The chancel is the area 

where the altar and pulpit are found in the church. 
 


